
 

 

Meeting Minutes:  Special Board Meeting:  September 10, 2018 

Call to Order:  At 6:30 pm President Smedinghoff called the special meeting of the River Forest 

Public Library Board of Trustees to order.  The roll was taken: 

• Trustees Present:   Bevan, Calabrese-Berry, Crowell, Hill, Long, O’Connor, and 

Smedinghoff 

• Also Present:  Sue Quinn (RFPL Director) and Joanna Bertucci (RFPL Materials and 

Business Services Manager) 

 

Visitors and Guests 

 Andy Dogan, Williams Architects 

 

New Business 

 Review of schematic design concept and initial cost estimate for Circulation Area 

presented by Williams Architects 

o Mr. Dogan presented the schematic design concept for the renovation of RFPL’s 

Lobby, Circulation desk, and first floor staff spaces.  Trustees reviewed the 

concept and had questions about the placement of the new circulation desk, the 

accessibility of the front door, display space, and space for community 

information. 

 

o Mr. Dogan also shared an initial cost estimate for the project. Trustees previously 

approved $310,000 for the entire project (construction, furnishings, and 

architect’s fees).  At this point, the total project budget is roughly $346,000.  Mr. 

Dogan noted that as RFPL moves into design development, the cost estimate will 

be updated. Mr. Dogan suggested that some less essential pieces of the project 

could be bid as alternates and the Board could decide which alternates to accept 

based on the bids for the larger project.  

 

o The next step in the process is design development, during which the design will 

be further refined and recommendations for furniture, storage, colors, finishes, 

and materials will be incorporated into the design. 

 

o The Facilities Committee will meet on October 17th to review the updated design 

and cost estimates.  

 

o After discussion, the Trustees came to consensus to continue on to the design 

development process and to monitor closely the revised cost estimates. 

 

 President Smedinghoff announced that Trustee Crowell will be resigning his position as 

Trustee effective September 11, 2018 due to his teaching commitments.  Trustees 

thanked Trustee Crowell for his service to the RFPL. 

 



 

 

Adjournment 

• At 8:05 pm Trustee Bevan moved to adjourn the Regular Meeting.  Trustee Crowell 

seconded.  The motion passed unanimously and the meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Joan O’Connor  

Secretary 


