
 

 

Meeting Minutes:  Regular Board Meeting:  February 20, 2018 

Call to Order:  At 7:35 pm President Smedinghoff called the regular meeting of the River Forest 

Public Library Board of Trustees to order.  The roll was taken: 

• Trustees Present:   Bevan, Hill, Long, O’Connor and Smedinghoff. 

• Trustees Present Electronically: Calabrese-Berry 

• Trustees Excused: Crowell 

• Also Present:  Sue Quinn (RFPL Director) and Joanna Bertucci (RFPL Materials and 

Business Services Manager) 

 

Visitors and Guests 

 None 

 

Vote to Authorize Trustee Attendance by electronic means: 

President Smedinghoff asked for a motion to authorize Trustee Calabrese-Berry to participate in 

the meeting via telephone.  Trustee Hill made a motion to approve Trustee Calabrese-Berry’s 

electronic participation, Trustee Long seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.  

 

 

Consent Agenda 

a. Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting: January 16, 2018 

b. Minutes of the Special Board Meeting: January 30, 2018 

c. January 2018 Revenue and Expense Reports 

d. January 2018 Warrant List 

e. January 31, 2018 Balance Sheet 

f. Collection Management Policy 

 

President Smedinghoff asked for a motion to approve the Consent Agenda, items a through f. 

Trustee O’Connor made a motion to approve the consent agenda items a through f.  Trustee Hill 

seconded, and a roll call vote was taken. 

 

 Ayes: Bevan, Calabrese-Berry, Hill, Long, O’Connor and Smedinghoff 

 Nays: None 

 Excused: Crowell 

Communications 

 None 

 



 

 

Director’s Report 

 Director Quinn shared details from her February 2018 Director’s Report. 

o Rachel Newlin, Materials Services Associate, has accepted a full time position as 

a Cataloging Librarian at the Schaumburg Public Library.  Rachel’s last day at 

the RFPL was February 13. 

o Mary Kay Akers Stiff, Manager of Adult Services, has begun the hiring process 

for a new Adult Services Librarian.  

o The upcoming joint-Trustee In Service (in collaboration with Elmwood Park, 

Forest Park, Oak Park, and North Riverside Public Library boards) will feature 

a presentation on equity by Terry Keleher. 

o Beth Kirchenberg attended ALA Midwinter in Denver, CO in February.  Beth 

was a part of the Morris Award Selection committee.  Beth will attend a Board 

meeting in the future to share her experience. 

o The fan coil project is complete. 

o Twin Lighting Supplies will be onsite 2/21 to replace the current light bulbs in 

the Children’s room with LED bulbs.  These bulbs promise brighter light and 

longer lifespan.  Twin Supplies will also be replacing our exterior bulbs with 

LED lights in the near future. A sample light fixture for the second floor 

pendant lights has also been made available to the RFPL for consideration for 

replacement on the second floor. 

o Director Quinn will present a proposal to the Facilities Committee in March to 

replace the overhead projector and screen in the meeting room. 

o This month’s Board packet included an article, “Our First Maker Fest: A Small 

Library’s Success Story in River Forest,” featured in the February 2018 ILA 

Reporter. This article was co-authored by Mary Kay Akers Stiff and Andrea 

Olvera-Trejo highlighting their success in planning and executing our October  

2017 Maker Fest. 

o Statement of Economic Interest filing requests will be sent to Trustees in 

March.  Please complete the online form by May 1, 2018.  

o Dana Janisch Yovanic presented at the January 17th meeting of the Oak Park – 

River Forest Rotary Club.  Dana’s presentation on digital services was well 

received and has sparked much conversation among Rotarians about digital 

services at the RFPL.  

o Dana gave a tour to a group of 15 students and their coaches from the 

Opportunity Knocks program.  We have a regular volunteer from the 

Opportunity Knocks program who comes to the library weekly. 

o Melissa Funfsinn led a story time and activities for the younger children of 

parents attending the D90 “Mindset” workshop at Roosevelt Middle School on 

2/3. 



 

 

o The Children’s department is considering changing the summer reading goal 

program to align with the growth mindset theory. 

o Director Quinn attended the Village of RF Administrator’s meeting on 2/13 and 

met the new RF Police chief, James O’Shea, and CIO for OPRFHS, Mike 

Cariosco. 

o Director Quinn met with associates from Houseal Lavinge to provide input for 

the VRF’s comprehensive plan. 

President’s Report 

 President Smedinghoff shared the information: 

o President Smedinghoff and Director Quinn attended the ILA Legislative Lunch 

on February 16.  At the local level, the ILA is opposing a potential property tax 

freeze.   

o There is proposed legislation requiring that Library Trustees be provided with 

and use a library supplied email address (@riverforestlibrary.org) for all Library 

Board communications.  President Smedinghoff has asked Director Quinn to set 

up RFPL email addresses for Trustees and that they begin to use them as soon 

as possible.  

o President Smedinghoff and Director Quinn met with VRF President, Cathy 

Adduci to get her thoughts on a variety of issues related to the Library, 

including possible revenue options. Director Quinn also indicated that she would 

like to invite John Chrastka of EveryLibrary to attend the March Board 

meeting. 

 

New Business  

Committee Reports 

 Facilities Committee 

 A shelving unit, which previously housed the SciFi collection, will be removed 

on 2/21 to create additional space for seating when the RFPL hosts large 

programs and events on the second floor.  The SciFi collection was relocated to 

mobile shelving in the fiction area. 

 The Facilities Committee has approved a draft of the Request for Statement of 

Interest that will be posted on our website and sent to architects on March 12th.  

The Request for Statement of Interest asks specific questions tailored to the size 

and scope of our project. 

 Finance Committee 

 Trustees reviewed the draft budget.  Trustee Bevan noted that the projected 

property taxes are larger to ensure that we can capture all available property 

tax revenue.  The library does not anticipate receiving the full amount.  
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 Trustee Hill asked a question regarding the increase in funds budgeted 

to fund the Capital Reserve in FY 18-19.  The amount for FY 17-18, is 

smaller ($11,900) to make up for the operations shortfall in the current 

budget.  For FY 18-19, the library plans to allocate $45,000 for the 

capital reserve fund. 

 Policy Committee 

 The Collection Management policy was approved in this evening’s consent 

agenda. The committee will be meeting again in March. 

 Collaboration Committee 

 Fran Arnold will attend the 2/21 meeting of the Collaboration committee to 

discuss the joint calendar project.  

 

RFPL Compensation Philosophy and Market Benchmarking Study results  

 Joanna Bertucci, Materials and Business Services Manager, presented the results of the 

RFPL Compensation philosophy and market benchmarking project. 

Adjournment 

• At 9:00 pm Trustee O’Connor moved to adjourn the Regular Meeting.  Trustee Bevan 

seconded.  The motion passed unanimously and the meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Deborah Hill 

Secretary 


