
 

 

Meeting Minutes:  Regular Board Meeting:  January 16, 2018 

Call to Order:  At 7:30 pm President Smedinghoff called the regular meeting of the River Forest 

Public Library Board of Trustees to order.  The roll was taken: 

• Trustees Present:   Bevan, Calabrese-Berry, Crowell, Hill, Long, O’Connor and 

Smedinghoff. 

• Also Present:  Sue Quinn (RFPL Director), Joanna Bertucci (RFPL Materials and Business 

Services Manager), and Victoria Muraiti (RFPL Assistant Materials Services Manager) 

 

Visitors and Guests 

 None 

 

Consent Agenda 

a. Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting: November 14, 2017 

b. November 2017 and December 2017 Warrants 

c. November 2017 and December 2017 Revenue and Expense Reports 

d. November 30, 2017 and December 31, 2017 Balance Sheets 

e. Resolution dated January 16, 2018 Adopting a Policy Regarding Workplace Harassment 

 

President Smedinghoff asked for a motion to approve the Consent Agenda, noting a correction to 

be made the minutes on pages 1 and 2. Trustee Crowell made a motion to approve the consent 

agenda items a. through e. with corrections. Trustee Calabrese-Berry seconded, and a roll call 

vote was taken. 

 

 Ayes: Bevan, Calabrese-Berry, Crowell, Hill, Long, O’Connor and Smedinghoff 

 Nays: None 

 

Staff Visit: Victoria Muraiti, Assistant Materials Services Manager 

 Ms. Muraiti spoke to the board about her efforts regarding improving customer service in 

the Materials Services Department. 

 Since her promotion to Assistant Materials Services Manager in March 2016, Ms. 

Muraiti has proactively worked to resolve patron issues.  Ms. Muraiti developed a form 

that staff members use to report an issue that requires her attention and follow-up.  This 

has helped streamline the resolution process and gives patrons peace of mind that their 

issues are in the process of being resolved. 

 Ms. Muraiti advocated for an increase in the DVD/Blu-ray loan period to two weeks.  

This extended loan period allows patrons more time with the materials and avoids a need 

for extended due dates or vacation loans for these items.  



 

 

 Ms. Muraiti has been working with staff and empowering them to lead with empathy and 

waive smaller fines without a Manager’s approval.  This has helped the Library to foster 

positive relationships with our patrons. 

 Ms. Muraiti also spoke about the success of the National Library Card Sign Up month in 

September 2017 and her recent election to the SWAN Circ Advisory Board.  Ms. Muraiti 

thanked the Board for their dedication and service to the Library.  

Communications 

 None 

Director’s Report 

 Director Quinn answered questions about her January 2018 Director’s report 

o Trustee Hill complimented the Winter 2018 Bookplate cover and contents. 

o Trustee Long asked if information about the Youth Interventionist Contract 

would be provided to Trustees in advance of the contract’s approval.  Director 

Quinn will provide Trustees with information about the contract prior to a 

request for approval. 

President’s Report 

 President Smedinghoff shared the following reminders: 

o January 26, 2018 – Staff/Board party 

o February 16, 2018 – ILA Legislative Lunch.  President Smedinghoff encouraged 

all who are able to sign up for this event. 

o President Smedinghoff shared a training video on the Open Meetings Act and 

encouraged all Trustees to view it. 

o The RF Library Board will participate in a joint library board event with the 

Boards of the Oak Pak, Forest Park, and Elmwood Park libraries.  Potential 

dates are Tuesday, April 3 and April 10.  The Board asked President 

Smedinghoff to recommend the Tuesday, April 10 meeting date.  Please send 

any ideas for discussion or presentation to Director Quinn as soon as possible. 

 

New Business  

Committee Reports 

 Facilities Committee 

 Trustee Calabrese-Berry reported that new log sets and remote start devices 

have been installed in both second floor fireplaces. Additionally, Director Quinn 

is working with Twin Supplies Lighting Company to upgrade the lightbulbs in 

the Children’s room light fixtures to LED bulbs.  Twin Supplies is also looking 

into replacement fixtures for the pendant lights on the second floor.  



 

 

 The Facilities Committee has decided to revise the current architect selection 

process for the Circulation workspace/lobby project.  It plans to seek additional 

detailed information, specifically tied to the size and scope of the project, from 

architects that have expressed or may have an interest in the project.   

 Finance Committee 

 Trustee Bevan reported that the committee discussed retaining our current 

auditing firm, Knutte & Associates.  When the audit contract comes up for 

renewal, the Committee will recommend approving a 3 year contract with 

Knutte & Associates.  

 The committee reviewed the draft budget that will be reviewed by the Board at 

the February 20 Regular meeting.  

 The committee discussed options for future library funding.  President 

Smedinghoff and Director Quinn will be meeting with RF Village President 

Adduci to discuss the library’s financial position and outlook. 

 Policy Committee 

 Trustee Hill reported that the policy committee drafted a resolution adopting 

revisions to the Policy Regarding Workplace Harassment to include 

consequences for an employee who makes a false claim of harassment. This 

change was required by an Illinois law adopted late last year. The resolution 

was approved as part of this meeting’s consent agenda. 

 Collaboration Committee 

 Trustee Calabrese-Berry shared the results of the River Forest Collaborative 

Survey.  The committee will be meeting on January 17, 2018 to discuss next 

steps. 

 

Semi-Annual Review of Closed Session Minutes 

 President Smedinghoff asked for a motion to approve the closed session minutes from 

November 14, 2017. Trustee Hill moved to approve the minutes, Trustee Crowell 

seconded and a roll call vote was taken: 

 Ayes: Bevan, Calabrese-Berry, Crowell, Hill, Long, O’Connor and Smedinghoff 

 Nays: None 

 President Smedinghoff asked for a motion to release the the closed session minutes from 

November 14, 2017 to the public. Trustee Hill moved to release the minutes to the public, 

Trustee Bevan seconded and a roll call vote was taken: 

 Ayes: Bevan, Calabrese-Berry, Crowell, Hill, Long, O’Connor and Smedinghoff 

 Nays: None 

 

Adjournment 



 

 

• At 8:23 pm Trustee Hill moved to adjourn the Regular Meeting.  Trustee Crowell seconded.  

The motion passed unanimously and the meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Deborah Hill 

Secretary 


