
Board of Trustees 

River Forest Public Library 

Special Board Meeting Minutes 

Monday, March 4, 2013 7:30 pm 

 

Call to Order 

President Alice Calabrese-Berry called the special meeting to order at 7:30 pm.  

 

Roll Call 

The roll was taken.  Present were Trustees Harley Beck, Alice Calabrese- Berry, Joan, 

Genie Halloran, O’Connor, Mary T. Small, Thomas Smedinghoff and Claudette Zobel.    

 

Visitors and Guests 

 River Forest Library Director Sophia Anastos 

 River Forest Library staff members:  Margaret Banerji, Joanna Bertucci, Ted 

Bodewes, Blaise Dierks, Susan Quinn, and Ashley Wescott 

 Mr. Ed Condon 

 Mr. Spiros Bourgikos 

 Ms. Keary Cragan 

 Mr. Mark Coe 

 Mr. Pat Meyer 

 Mr. David Latham 

 Ms. Patty Henek 

 Ms. Mary Stamatakos 

 Mr. Roman Ebert 

 Mr. John Griffin 

 Ms. Susie Young 

 Mr. Tom Cargie 

 Mr. Ed Voche 

 Mr. Dexter Poole 

 Ms. Jeanne Calabrese 

 

New Business 

a) District 90 Schematic Plan 

 

President Calabrese-Berry opened the meeting voicing concerns on behalf of the Library 

Board about the proposed changes to Roosevelt Middle School parking lot and grounds.   

 

President Calabrese-Berry opening the meeting to public comment. 

 

Public Comment 

Mr. Dexter Poole, 705 Monroe, Mr. Poole committed about how full the north parking lot is 

everyday, at all times.  Parking on Oak street is also very challenging.  Mr. Poole noted that 

75% of River Forest residents have library cards and a net loss of parking would impede the 

use of the library for seniors.  

 

Ms. Keary Cragen, 914 Bonnie Brae, Ms. Cragen expressed a desire to see the three taxing 

bodies (River Forest Park District, River Forest Library, and Roosevelt Middle School) that 



occupy the 700 block of Lathrop cooperate and share the space. Ms. Cragen also commented 

that 50% of the school’s space is dedicated to a parking lot and there is a need to provide 

another entrance /exit for Roosevelt students.  Currently, the entrance in the north lot is 

not viable to due frequent automobile traffic.   

 

Mr. Ed Condon, Superintendent, School District 90, Superintendent Condon stated that he 

was present at the meeting to answer any questions or provide additional information.  

 

Mr. Mark Coe, 611 Edgewood, Mr. Coe commented on the lack of dialogue between the 

school and all segments of the population and hoped that things were not moving forward 

to simply satisfy a timeline. 

 

 

Discussion: 

President Calabrese-Berry then spoke about how the library had been engaged early in the 

planning process in March/April of 2012, but since then have not been a part of the 

conversation.  President Calabrese-Berry expressed concerns about the loss of 16 parking 

spaces and lack of parking for seniors, the handicapped, and parents/caregivers with 

children age 0-5 and feels that the master plan review failed to incorporate a discussion of 

the greater River Forest community. 

 

Director Anastos presented the library’s recently adopted Strategic Plan designed to serve 

the entire River Forest community.  Trustee Beck also spoke about the Strategic Planning 

process.  Trustee Smedinghoff echoed the sentiments of Mr. Coe and that this is an issue 

that affects all taxpayer stakeholders.  Trustee Zobel shared that the library is in need of 

parking when school is not in use.  The Trustees of the Library asked that the School 

District’s plan be re-evaluated.  

 

Trustee O’Connor asked questions about parking on Oak Street, to which Superintendent 

Condon answered.  

 

Trustee Smedinghoff asked whether there was a discussion with the River Forest Park 

District about improvements to Jackson.  

 

Trustee Beck began a discussion of the current and future use of the Oak Street circle drop 

off. 

 

Trustee O’Connor asked if it was possible to make suggestions for the plan.  

 

Mr. Ed Voche, Lathrop, Mr. Voche commented on the lack of staff parking in the new plan 

and his opposition to angled parking anywhere in the vicinity of the school.  

 

Superintendent Condon shared the timeline for the project.  

 

Patty Henek, 731 Bonnie Brae, Ms. Henek feels very misinformed about the project and 

feels that communication to the larger community has been lacking. 

 

Pat Meyer, 734 Keystone, a member of the District 90 School Board asked the Library 

Board if parking was a part of the library’s recent outdoor project.  President Calabrese-



Berry responded that it was not because the library was lead to believe that some visitor 

parking would be available in the north lot for library patrons. 

 

Susie Young, 550 Edgewood, commented that the parking lot is full at all times and that 

several spaces are not available for anyone to use due to snow removal.  

 

Spiros Bourgikos, 914 Bonnie Brae, asked if the project could be delayed for another year.   

 

John Griffin, asked if there had ever been an accident or injury in the  North parking lot.  

An answer was not provided.  

 

President Alice Calabrese-Berry asked fellow Trustees to consider drafting a letter asking 

District 90 to negotiate with the Library Board regarding their plan.   Trustee Small asked 

that the Park District be included. 

 

Tom Cargie, 938 William, President of the River Forest Park District Board said his Board 

would be willing to sit down and discuss.  

 

Trustee O’Connor began a discussion of permit parking, to which Superintendent Condon 

replied. 

 

Mark Coe, 611 Edgewood, expressed his frustration that the details of the project were not 

public enough.  

 

Trustee Small suggested that the consultant hired by District 90 did not consider night and 

weekend use of the parking lot and surrounding streets.  

 

Trustee Smedinghoff made a motion that the River Forest Public Library Board draft a 

letter to District 90, and the River Forest Park District. The letter will express library 

concerns about the Roosevelt Schematic Design Plan and propose additional opportunities 

to include stakeholders and those affected by parking reductions in further discussion. 

Trustee Zobel seconded, all are in favor and the motion passed unanimously.  

 

At 8:45 pm President Calabrese-Berry called for a motion to adjourn the Special Board 

Meeting, Trustee Small moved to adjourn, Trustee Smedinghoff seconded, all are in favor 

and the motion passed unanimously.  

 

 

Adjournment 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Harley Beck, 

Secretary 

 

 


