
 

 

Board of Trustees 

River Forest Public Library 

Regular Board Meeting Minutes 

April 21, 2015    7:30 pm 

   

Call to Order 

President Claudette Zobel called the regular meeting to order at 7:31. PM.  The roll was 

taken.  Present were Trustees Alice Calabrese-Berry, Kevin Crowell, Genie Halloran, 

Deborah Hill, Joan O’Connor.  Trustee Tom Smedinghoff was excused.  

 

Also present were Director Sophia Anastos, Assistant Director Sue Quinn, and staff 

member Susan Welch. 

 

Visitors and Guests 

Katie Bevan and Patricia A. Chase. 

 

Minutes of the Regular Meeting:  March 17, 2015 

President Zobel asked for a motion to approve the Regular Board Meeting Minutes from the 

February 17th meeting.  Trustee Calabrese-Berry moved to approve the March 17th 

minutes, as amended. Trustee Hill seconded the motion and a roll call vote was taken: 

 

Ayes:  Calabrese-Berry, Crowell, Halloran, Hill, O’Connor, and Zobel 

Nays:  None 

Abstain:  None 

 

Warrant List:  March 2015 

President Zobel asked for a motion to approve to approve the March 2015 Warrant List. 

Trustee Halloran moved to approve the March 2015 Warrant List, Trustee O’Connor 

seconded the motion and a roll call vote was taken: 

 

Ayes:  Calabrese-Berry, Crowell, Halloran, Hill, O’Connor, and Zobel 

Nays:  None 

Abstain:  None 

 

Communications 

RFPL Trustees need to file their 2014 Statement of Economic Interest with the Cook 

County Clerk’s office before May 1, 2015.  

 

Director’s Report 

- New technology is available to increase the lumens output of the existing 1st floor 

lighting fixtures and upgrades will be made in the 2015-16 fiscal year. 

- All library windows, storms and screens were cleaned in April. 

- The rollout of the SirsiDynix library catalog was completed on April 14, 2015. 

- We are waiving fines incurred in April when the online catalog was unavailable to 

renew materials. 

- Patron fines paid by credit card are being processed through our vendor ProPay 

which remits payment directly to us and not SWAN. ProPay assesses a transaction 



 

 

fee so we will increase the patron block limit on fines/fees from $5 to $10 to 

encourage more payments by credit card and to reduce the number of transactions. 

- In the upcoming fiscal year, distributions from the Liebner endowment will be 

reinvested in the fund to maximize fund growth. 

- We received half the insurance payment for repairs resulting from the lightning 

strike last fall. The balance is due shortly.  

- We have confirmed that the RFPL Foundation is covered for fraud under the RFPL’s 

LIRA coverage. A rider is being issued. 

- RFPL will be a stop on the annual garden walk in Oak Park and River Forest. The 

RFPL front garden will be open for visitors from 2-4pm on Sunday, June 28th. 

- The RFPL will be co-hosting an “On the Table” discussion about philanthropy with 

the Oak Park River Forest Community Foundation on May 12th from 11-1pm.  

- The RFPL received a letter from R.F. Village President, Cathy Adduci inviting 

administrators and trustees of all taxing bodies to a meeting at Lincoln School on 

May 27th. Each taxing body is encouraged to make a brief presentation of their 

highlights from the 2014 fiscal year. 

- YTD key performance indicators were reviewed. The 3 year goals of our strategic 

plan (ending 4/30/16) were briefly discussed and a suggestion was made to consider 

extending the 3 year plan to 2017 or 2018 as our service priorities have not changed.   
 

Trustee Zobel reported that the annual Director Review form has been sent out to all RFPL 

Trustees. Completed review forms should be mailed back to Trustee Zobel and the compiled 

results will be discussed in Executive Session at a future meeting. 

 

New Business 

a. Reports from Committees 

i. Facility Committee 

- No report 

- Trustees O’Connor and Zobel and Director Anastos visited Downers Grove 

Public Library in March to look at the remodeling of their lobby and the 

self-checkout areas and to meet with the DGPL library director. They also 

visited Palos Heights Public Library to inspect the results of their recent 

interior remodeling project.  
 

ii. Finance and Development Committee 

- No report 
 

iii. Policy Committee 

- The Policy Committee met on April 9th. Trustee Halloran reported that 

the Policy Manual is being organized and revised. The Committee will 

meet again on April 24th to finalize revisions to the existing Meeting Room 

Policy and to draft a Credit Card Policy. All recommended policy changes 

will be presented to the RFPL Board for approval in the coming months. 
 

b. Other New Business 

i. Resolution: Prevailing Wage.  



 

 

- Trustee O’Connor moved to approve the Prevailing Wage Act Resolution, 

changing the date in section one from June 2005 to June 2015.  Trustee 

Crowell seconded, all are in favor and the motion passed unanimously.  
 

ii. Non-Resident Library Card Resolution  

- Trustee Crowell moved to approve the Non-Resident Library Card 

Resolution. Trustee O’Connor seconded, all are in favor and the motion 

passed unanimously.  
 

 

Old Business 

None 

 

Executive Session 

Trustee Crowell made a motion at approximately 8:45 to leave the regular session and 

enter into Executive Session under 5 ILCS 120/2c(11) to discuss potential litigation against 

the Village of River Forest which may affect the RFPL. Trustee Calabrese-Barry seconded 

the motion and a roll call vote was taken. 

 

Ayes:  Calabrese-Berry, Crowell, Halloran, Hill, O’Connor, and Zobel 

Nays:  None 

Abstain:  None 

 

The Board returned to open session with the same members present at 

approximately 9:05. 

  

Adjournment 

There being no further business to discuss, President Zobel asked for a motion to adjourn 

the meeting at 9:11 PM.  Trustee Crowell moved to adjourn the meeting, Trustee Halloran 

seconded.  All were in favor and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Kevin Crowell, Secretary  


