
 

 

Board of Trustees 

River Forest Public Library 

Regular Board Meeting Minutes 

February 17, 2015    7:30 pm   

 

Call to Order 

President Claudette Zobel called the regular meeting to order at 7:30 PM.  The roll was 

taken.  Present were Trustees Alice Calabrese-Berry, Genie Halloran, Deborah Hill, Joan 

O’Connor, and Tom Smedinghoff.  Trustee Crowell was excused.  

 

Also present were Director Sophia Anastos, Assistant Director Sue Quinn, and staff 

members Margaret Banerji, Joanna Bertucci, and Richard Brzustowicz. 

 

Visitors and Guests 

Katie Bevan 

 

Minutes of the Regular Meeting:  January 20, 2015 

President Zobel asked for a motion to approve the Regular Board Minute Meeting Minutes 

from the January 20th meeting.  Trustee Calabrese-Berry moved to approve the January 

20th minutes, Trustee O’Connor seconded the motion and a roll call vote was taken: 

 

Ayes:  Calabrese-Berry, Halloran, Hill, O’Connor, Smedinghoff, and Zobel 

Nays:  None 

Excused:  Crowell  

  

 

Warrant List:  January 2015 

President Zobel asked for a motion to approve to approve the January 2015 Warrant 

List.  Trustee Calabrese-Berry moved to approve the January 2015 Warrant List, Trustee 

Smedinghoff seconded the motion and a roll call vote was taken: 

 

Ayes:  Calabrese-Berry, Halloran, Hill, O’Connor, Smedinghoff, and Zobel 

Nays:  None 

Excused:  Crowell 

 

 

Communications 

None  

 

Director’s Report 

- Director Anastos thanked Martin Train for making the new garbage can corral and 

bike storage closet.  These were completed as part of his Eagle Scout project. 

- We reached out to Franklin Park Public Library for SirsiDynix staff training. 

- The marketing plan has been completed and will be discussed the week of February 

22nd.  

- Margaret Banerji, Manager of Virtual Services, provided an update on changes to 

virtual services.  These include the following:  Flipster, the implementation of 

Hoopla, switching from Mango Languages to Rosetta Stone, travel guides purchased 

for use via Media on Demand (to be supplemented by a travel guide on the website), 



 

 

a staff database for reader’s advisory, and a subscription to Lynda for staff and 

patrons. 

- Director Anastos mentioned a correction in the key performance 

numbers.  Circulation numbers increased by 13%, not 6%. 

- Program attendance numbers are up.  New virtual services should further increase 

circulation numbers.  

 

New Business 

a. Report from Committees 

i. Facility Committee 

- Discussed the lobby remodel plans. 

- New self-checkout will free up space and staff. 

- Plan to make lobby more functional, improve staff workspace, and address 

lighting issues. 

- Viewed and discussed blueprints and renderings of improvements. 

- Intend to replace book sale with a coffee nook.  It will have a Keurig and 

an honor policy for payment. 

- Estimated timeline for remodel:  continued discussion/refinement in 

March, final designs costs and special meeting to approve in May, out to 

bid by July/August, bid approval by September, construction from October 

to November. 

- SWAN members voted to allow patrons to pick up items anywhere in the 

network. 

- Trustee Calabrese-Berry moved to go forward with the preliminary stages 

of the planning process to redesign the Circulation Department. Trustee 

Smedinghoff seconded the motion, all present were in favor and the 

motion passed. 

 

ii. Finance and Development Committee 

- George Parry willed $25,000 to the Library, in addition to the $25,000 he 

had previously donated.  The Director called for acknowledgement of this 

donation. 

- Proposed an April foundation board meeting to discuss further plans for 

the foundation.  This will be discussed in the March Board meeting. 

 

iii. Policy Committee 

- No report  

 

b. Other New Business 

 

i. Draft Budget 

- Draft Budget was reviewed and discussed. 

 

 

Adjournment 

At 9:30 PM, President Zobel asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Trustee Halloran 

moved to adjourn the meeting, Trustee Hill seconded.  All were in favor and the motion 

passed unanimously. 

 



 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Kevin Crowell, Secretary  

 


