
RFPL Board Minutes  

Special Meeting – December 8, 2015 

 

Call to Order 

President Claudette Zobel called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM.  Present were 

Trustees Calabrese-Berry, Bevan, Hill, O’Connor, and Zobel.  Trustee Crowell 

participated by phone.  Trustee Smedinghoff was excused. 

 

Visitors and Guests 

Staff present: Sue Quinn, Acting Director, and Sue Welch, Executive Assistant. 

Visitors:  John Dzuryak and Boonlye Tan.  Both indicated that they were present to 

hear the discussion about the Roosevelt School Exterior Project.  Mr. Tan urged the 

Library Board to seek assurances from D90 that the nine designated visitor spaces 

in North Lot not be used by school staff.  He further urged the Board to seek 

confirmation from D90 that there would not be any negation of community access to 

those spots down the road. 

 

New Business 

Members of the Board noted that the newly proposed plan for the Roosevelt School 

Exterior has many benefits for the Library.  The enlarged walkway from Jackson 

(portion paid for by the RF Park District) will provide Library staff who park on the 

east side of Jackson easy and safe access to the building.  A new walkway in the D90 

plan will allow people to circumnavigate the North Lot without walking through the 

Lot itself.  There will be a book drop in the drive-through South/Lathrop Lot, a 

service Library patrons have long sought.  The project maintains all 36 spaces in the 

North Lot for community access outside school hours and special school activities.   

Discussion turned to two issues.  First, the proposed nine spaces designated for 

community use at all times needs to be confirmed.  Second, the Library wishes 

assurances that the North Lot will remain open for community access now and into 

the future.  

 

Motion: Ms. Calabrese-Berry made a motion, seconded by Ms. Hill, to support the 

newly proposed D90 Roosevelt Exterior Project with certain clarifications.  

1). At all times, a minimum of nine spaces in the North Lot – specifically 

spaces 1,2, 3, 4, (5 – Handicapped space), 6, 7, 8, 9 – will be available for 

community use at all times on a short term basis (90 minutes). 

2). Outside of school hours and any designated school activity, all 36 spaces in 

the North Lot will be available for community use. 

3). The preceding statements form the basis of a new understanding for 

community access to parking in the PRI District for the foreseeable future.  

Trustees Calabrese-Berry, Bevan, Hill, O’Connor, Zobel voted affirmatively.  Mr. 

Crowell though a participant by phone could not vote. 

 

Motion: A second motion was made by Ms. Calabrese-Berry, seconded by Ms. 

Bevan. 

The River Forest Public Library respectfully requests that the nine spaces in 

the North Lot be made immediately available for community use on a short 

term basis. 



Trustees Calabrese-Berry, Bevan, Hill, O’Connor, Zobel voted affirmatively.  Mr. 

Crowell though a participant by phone could not vote. 

 

Motion: At 8:47, Ms. Calabrese-Berry, seconded by Ms. O’Connor motioned to 

adjourn the regular meeting and enter Executive Session for Personnel matters.   

 

At 9:26 PM, the regular meeting was re-opened.  In Executive Session, the Board 

agreed to extend Sophia Anastos’ employer paid health care costs. 

 

Ms. Quinn requested that the Board hold its regular December meeting on the 15th 

as there were several issues that needed to be discussed. 

 

At 9:40, Ms. O’Connor motioned to adjourn, seconded by Ms. Bevan. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Joan O’Connor 

Acting Secretary  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


