
Board of Trustees 

River Forest Public Library 

Regular Board Meeting Minutes 

November 20, 2012 

 

Call to Order 

President Alice Calabrese-Berry called the regular meeting to order at 7:30 pm. The roll 

was taken.  Present were Trustees Genie Halloran, Joan O’Connor, Mary T. Small, Thomas 

Smedinghoff, and Claudette Zobel.  Trustee Beck is excused.  Also present were Director 

Sophia Anastos and staff members Joanna Bertucci and Ted Bodewes.   

 

Visitors and Guests 

Marilyn Thomas, Observer, League of Women Voters 

Catherine Adduci, Trustee, Village of River Forest 

 

Minutes of  Regular Meeting: October 16, 2012 

President Calabrese-Berry asked for a motion to approve the Regular Board Meeting 

Minutes from the October 16th meeting.  Trustee Small moved to approve the minutes, 

Trustee Halloran seconds the motion and a roll call vote is taken: 

 

Ayes: Trustees Calabrese-Berry, Halloran, O’Connor, Small, Smedinghoff, and Zobel 

Nays: None 

Abstain: Small 

Excused: Beck 

 

Warrant List 

President Calabrese-Berry asked for a motion to approve the October 1st -October 31st 2012 

Warrant List.  Trustee Smedinghoff moved to approve the Warrant List from October 1st -

October 31st 2012 including checks numbered 11787-11854 for a total of  $163,892.00 

Trustee Zobel seconds the motion and a roll call vote is taken: 

 

Ayes: Trustees Calabrese-Berry, Halloran, O’Connor, Small, Smedinghoff and Zobel 

Nays: None 

Excused: Beck 

 

Communications 

a. Patron Suggestions  

- Trustees discussed patron suggestions. 

 

Director’s Report 

- Landscape Update: 

o Cement coping will be affixed to the top of the seat wall to prevent 

individuals from roller skating or skate boarding on the seat wall ledge. 

o Lighting will be completed and planters and benches will be installed in 

December. 

o By December 15th the limestone resurfacing will be complete.  A bid of 

$8,900.00 was accepted and the Langton Group will pay $1,900.00 towards 

this contract to cover the cost of the damages incurred during construction. 

o A Grand Opening party will take place during the Spring 



- The library was closed Friday, October 19th for an all staff In-Service day.  

o Presentations focused on change readiness.  The staff was also briefed on the 

Strategic Planning process. 

 

New Business 

a. Report from Committees 

i. Facility Committee 

- The landscaping project is nearly complete. 

- The committee would like to add an additional outdoor project, not to 

exceed $5,000.00.  This project would involve pouring a cement slab on 

the north side of the building, east of the fire escape and erect an 

enclosure to secure our garbage cans. 

- Trustee Zobel moved to approve that $5,000.00 for the redeployment of 

the garbage cans. Trustee Small seconded and a roll call vote was taken:  

 

Ayes: Trustees Calabrese-Berry, Halloran, O’Connor, Small, Smedinghoff and Zobel 

Nays: None 

Excused: Beck 

 

- Trustee Zobel has invited the Board and Staff to attend a gathering at her 

home to thank the staff for their patience and hard work during the 

landscaping project.  Details to follow.  

 

ii. Finance and Development Committee 

- The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, November 27th.  A 

representative from the Community Foundation will be present to speak 

about the Endowment and fundraising.  

 

iii. Policy Committee 

- No report.  

 

b. Other New Business 

 

i. 2012 Levy 

Trustees discussed the 2012 Levy.  Trustee Halloran made a motion to approve the 2012-

2013 Levy.  Trustee O’Connor seconded.  All are in favor and the motion passed 

unanimously.  

 

Old Business 

i. Capital Reserve Resolution 

Trustees discussed the Capital Reserve Resolution.  Trustee Zobel made a motion to 

approve Resolution No. 11 20 2012 Resolution of the Board of Library Trustees of the 

Village of River Forest providing for transfers of funds from the library’s general fund to the 

library’s special reserve fund.   Trustee Small seconded and a roll call vote was taken: 

 

Ayes: Trustees Calabrese-Berry, Halloran, O’Connor, Small, Smedinghoff and Zobel 

Nays: None 

Excused: Beck 

 



Other New Business 

i. Strategic Planning Update 

President Calabrese-Berry presented to the Board on strategic planning and shared 

the service responses selected by the community planning Team. Trustees discussed 

their reactions to the service goals selected and those no longer under consideration.  

Director Anastos asked Trustees to share reactions and what they wanted the 

committee to think about as they make their final recommendations.  

 

Adjournment 

At 9:00 pm, President Calabrese-Berry asks for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Trustee   

O’Connor moved to adjourn meeting, Trustee Halloran seconds the motion.  All are in favor 

and the motion passed unanimously.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Joan O’Connor 

Trustee 


