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Regular Board Meeting:  November 17, 2015 

 

 

Call to Order:  At 7:30pm President Zobel opened the Regular Meeting of the River Forest Public 

Library Board of Trustees.  A roll call was taken: 

• Trustees Present:  Calabrese-Berry, Bevan, Crowell, Hill, O’Connor, Zobel 

• Excused:  Trustee Smedinghoff 

• Also Present:  Sophia Anastos (RFPL Director), Sue Quinn (RFPL Asst. Dir.), Mary Kay Akers-Stiff 

(RFPL Manager of Adult Services.) 

• Visitors and Guests:  Barb Smith (League of Women Voters), Beth Phillpotts (Resident), Joan Green 

(Resident) 

Minutes 

• Guest Comments:  Joan Green 

- Ms. Green appeared before the Board to address the RMS parking situation, imploring D90 to 

“Take down that chain!”.  Ms. Green cited the following results of D90’s north lot parking 

restrictions and requested that the Board work with D90 to ease restrictions.   

• Meetings previously held at RFPL are being moved to other venues.   

• Parking tickets have been issued to patrons who violated on-street time restrictions.   

• Seniors and families and caregivers with young children are inconvenienced. 

- Ms. Green contacted Superintendent Condon requesting information on the legality of restricting 

access to public property.  D90 responded saying that by maintaining adequate access the 

district meets all laws.  Eric Palm, Village Administrator, was also contacted but did not respond.  

State Senator Don Harmon and State Representative Walsh have been contacted by Ms. Green 

to provide information on state laws regarding access to public property.   

- The Board provided a summary of its actions over the past 3-4 years regarding this issue and 

thanked Ms. Green for her action and concern. 

• Trustee Crowell motioned to approve the minutes of the October, 2015 Board meeting.  Trustee Hill 

seconded and discussion followed.  The minutes were approved with corrections by all present with 

Trustee Bevan abstaining.   
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• Trustee Calabrese-Berry motioned to approve the October, 2015 Treasurer’s Report, Trustee 

Crowell seconded.  After a period of discussion a roll call was taken and the motion passed 

unanimously. 

- Report:  Mary Kay Akers-Stiff, Manager of Adult Services 

• Adult programing attendance is strong.   

• River Forest Township will co-sponsor all spring programs.  Programing will include history, art, and 

travel.   

• An adult winter reading program will begin in January and run through March. 

• Library Aware, a recently purchased software package, will enable staff to better promote categories 

of books. 

• Adult customer service metrics are well above 95%. 

- Director’s Report 

• Key Performance Indicators 

- SWAN is working to improve users’ experience with its online software. Example:  A drop in the 

number of holds indicated patrons were not able to easily place holds on items so the process will 

be revised to make it more intuitive.  

- Media On Demand, Hoopla, and Flipster usage is increasing.  Circulation of print media has 

slightly declined.  This follows a national trend. 

• Director’s Report: 

- Second floor lighting is being updated with new equipment and long life bulbs to reduce 

maintenance costs.   

- Bathroom rehabs will begin by the end of the year. 

- Graffiti on the outside of the building and inside the elevator was noted.  Police have been asked 

to increase patrols at dusk.  If incidents continue the Library will need to consider increasing 

security measures inside and outside the building. 

• New Business 

- Committees 

• Facilities Committee:  The Board discussed Joe Huberty’s presentation at last month’s 

meeting.   

• Finance:  No report 
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• Policy:  No report 

• Intergovernmental Collaboration Task Force: Alice Calabrese-Berry reported. 

• Other New Business 

- 2015 Levy:  Trustee Crowell motioned that the 2015 Tax Levy be passed, Trustee O’Connor 

seconded.   A roll call was taken and the motion passed unanimously. 

- 2015 Audit: A copy of the 2015 audit was circulated and will be discussed at the next regular 

Board meeting.   

- 2015 Capital Reserve Funding.   

• Trustee Calabrese-Berry motioned, and Trustee O’Connor seconded to move excess funds in 

the amount of $71,727 from the 2014 operating budget into the Capital Reserve Fund.  A roll 

call was taken and the motion passed unanimously. 

- Old Business:  None 

- At 9:08pm Trustee Hill motioned to move the meeting to Executive Session per 5 ILCS 120/2 (b).] to 

discuss personnel issues.  The motion was seconded by Trustee O’Connor and passed unanimously. 

- At 9:54pm President Zobel motioned to exit the Executive Session and reopen the Regular Meeting.  

Trustee Crowell seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

• President Zobel reported the actions taken by the Trustees during the Executive Session: 

- Sue Quinn will become the Acting Director of the River Forest Public Library effective 

Wednesday, 18 November 2015.  A salary increase commensurate with the position was 

approved. 

- Library Director Sophia Anastos will be placed on disability at the beginning of January until 

which time she will work with the Acting Director to ensure a smooth transition. 

- Acting Director Sue Quinn will become the Interim Director of RFPL coinciding with Director 

Anastos’ entering disability at the beginning of January.   

- At 9:55pm Trustee Crowell moved that the Regular Meeting be adjourned.  Trustee O’Connor 

seconded and all approved. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kevin C. Crowell, Secretary 


