
 

 

Board of Trustees 

River Forest Public Library 

Regular Board Meeting Minutes 

October 21, 2014 7:30 pm  

 

Call to Order 

President Claudette Zobel called the regular meeting to order at 7:30 pm. The roll was 

taken.  Present were Trustees Alice Calabrese-Berry, Kevin Crowell, Deborah Hill, Joan 

O’Connor and Thomas Smedinghoff.  Trustee Genie Halloran arrived at 7:33 pm. 

  

Also present were Director Sophia Anastos and staff member Susan Quinn. 

 

Visitors and Guests 

Kristen Coe 

Mark Coe 

 

Minutes of the Regular Meeting:  September 16, 2014 

President Zobel asked for a motion to approve the Regular Board Meeting Minutes from the 

July 15th meeting.  Trustee Calabrese-Berry moved to approve the minutes, Trustee 

Smedinghoff seconds the motion.  Trustee Hill asks to amend the minutes to show that she 

was present at the September 16, 2014 meeting.  Minutes approved as amended. 

 

Ayes: Calabrese-Berry, Crowell, Hill, O’Connor, Smedinghoff, and Zobel 

Nays:  None 

Abstain:  None 

Excused: Halloran 

 

 

Warrant List: September 2014 

President Zobel asked for a motion to approve the June 2014 Warrant List.  Trustee 

O’Connor moved to approve the Warrant List from September 1st-September 30th 

including checks numbered 13187 – 13214 for $86,637. Trustee Calabrese-Berry seconds 

the motion and a roll call vote is taken: 

 

Ayes: Calabrese-Berry, Crowell, Halloran, Hill, O’Connor, Smedinghoff and Zobel 

Nays: None 

Abstain: None 

Excused: None 

 

 

Director’s Report 

- Director Anastos has hired architect Tiffany Nash to draft 3 plans for options to 

reconfigure the 1st floor lobby and Circulation areas.  Ms. Nash’s plan will include 

display, lighting and staff work areas.  

- SWAN libraries will migrate to a new ILS system (library catalog and circulation 

system) in April 2015.  The new system SirsiDynix will give our patrons better access to 

library holdings and will provide detailed reporting capabilities for library staff 

members. 



 

 

- In order to respond to the challenge to integrate more virtual services (such as digital 

magazines, streaming video/music/audio offerings, as well as access to technology 

training materials), we have created a new position, Manager of Virtual Services.  

Margaret Banerji will move into this 22.5/hour week position and we will be hiring a 

Middle School and Teen Librarian to replace her.  

- Sue Quinn has been promoted to Assistant Director. 

- The RFPL responded to a FOIA request from Daniel Law dated September 29, 2014. 

- A new phone system was installed on October 17th.  

- Our people counter in the library lobby is not giving us an accurate count of the number 

of visitors to the library as people may go past it multiple times during a single visit. 

We will not rely on it for meaningful data reporting.  

- The Library Director will be looking into reducing expenses for phones and I.T. in order 

to be able to fund new virtual services such as Flipster and Hoopla and technology 

training subscription for Lynda.com.  

- S & D Maintenance continues to visit the library every other Wednesday. 

- The repair process for the chimney pot which fell off the library when lightning struck 

the building will be covered by insurance.  The Library Director has recently received 

one bid for $7000 and will bring the matter back to the Board to approve at the 

November meeting. 

- The bathroom stalls will be replaced this fiscal year. 

- A letter was mailed to residents who participated in the interviews as part of the 

Library’s feasibility study last winter.  

- Key performance indicators were reviewed. 

- Treasurer’s Report for Sept 2014 was reviewed.  
 

New Business 

a. Report from Committees 

i. Facility Committee 

- Trustee Calabrese-Berry reported on the plan to redesign the lobby 

and Circulation area in order to better serve patrons.  
 

ii. Finance and Development Committee 

- Trustee O’Connor reported the Committee had met on October 7th. The 3 

goals set include 1. Forming a 501(c)3 ; 2. Sending out a series of letters 

to residents informing them of our goals and our need for long-term 

funding and; 3. After we have spread our message, to hold a fundraising 

event.  Trustee Calabrese-Berry will continue her work with a 501(c)3 

attorney to draft documents for the creation of a River Forest Public 

Library Foundation. 
 

iii. Policy Committee 

- Library’s attorneys, Klein, Thorpe and Jenkins have shared information 

from the Illinois Public Access Counselor in regards to a new ruling under 

the Open Meetings Act.  Guests who wish to speak at public meetings 

may not be compelled to state their address.   
 

 



 

 

 

b. Other New Business 

 i. DRB Statement 

 

Trustees discussed the Roosevelt Exterior plan and the upcoming District 90 

Resident Meeting to be held on October 27, 2014. Trustee Zobel shared information 

about the September 17, 2014 Traffic and Safety Commission meeting, whereby a 

recommendation was made for changes to on-street parking around the 

library/school.  

 

Mr. Mark Coe made a brief public comment on the need for the Library Board to 

demonstrate a willingness to suggest and explore alternative ideas for safely 

directing student traffic around the library as a way to preserve existing parking. 

 

Mrs. Kristen Coe made a brief public comment on previous District 90 plans to 

install a second cistern on the Roosevelt property to alleviate water drainage issues.   

 

Trustees discussed the content of a statement to be delivered at the District 90 

Resident Meeting on October 27, 2014 and the Development Review Board Meeting 

on November 13, 2014.    Trustee Hill volunteered to deliver a statement previously 

drafted by Trustee Smedinghoff on behalf of the Library Board of Trustees at the 

Resident Meeting.  Trustee Smedinghoff or Hill will deliver said statement at the 

DRB meeting. After discussion, Trustee Alice Calabrese Berry moved to approve 

Trustee Smedinghoff’s statement at both meetings with revisions. Trustee O’Connor 

seconded and a roll call vote is taken: 

 

Ayes: Calabrese-Berry, Crowell, Halloran, Hill, O’Connor, Smedinghoff and Zobel 

Nays:  None 

Abstain:  None 

 

 

ii. Treasurer’s Bond 

 

Information was presented about replacing our existing Treasurer’s Bond coverage 

in the amount of $600,000 with a Government Crime Policy (which covers not only 

the Treasurer, but all Library trustees and staff) in the amount of $700,000 to 

indemnify the Library from criminal financial activity.   

 

 

Old Business 

 

-Resolution to Join LIRA 

            The Policy Committee met on September 19, 2014. Trustees Hill and Halloran 

            reviewed the proposed new LIRA coverage against the existing IRMA limits and the  

            Policy Committee recommended joining LIRA, reporting that the LIRA coverage is     

            equal to or surpasses that of the IRMA policy.   

 

Trustee O’Connor moved to approve the contract with LIRA, Trustee Calabrese 

Berry seconded the motion and Trustees began discussion of LIRA contract. Trustee 



 

 

Smeinghoff amended the motion to add an additional $6 million in liability coverage 

at an additional annual premium of $1000, bringing the total coverage to $11 million 

and the total annual cost of the LIRA policy to $11,500.  Trustee O’Connor seconded 

the amended motion and a roll call vote is taken.  

 

Ayes: Calabrese-Berry, Crowell, Halloran, Hill, O’Connor, Smedinghoff and Zobel 

Nays:  None 

Abstain:  None 

 

 

A. Village of River Forest Parking Study 

- Trustees discussed the September 15, 2014 approval by District 90 School Board 

of the December 2013 Roosevelt Exterior Plan.   

- Mrs. Kristen Coe (611 Edgewood Place, River Forest) made a brief public 

comment: 

o Traffic and Safety Commission will hear comments related to on-street 

parking on Wednesday, September 17, 2014 and asked that the Library 

Board re-examine the February 2013 report regarding library patron 

usage of the North Parking lot.  

- Trustee Zobel will draft a statement to read at the Development Review Board 

meeting on behalf of the Library Trustees.  
 

 

Adjournment 

At 9:31 pm, President Zobel asks for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Trustee Crowell 

moved to adjourn meeting, Trustee Smedinghoff seconds the motion.  All are in favor and 

the motion passed unanimously.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Kevin Crowell, Secretary  

and  

Susan Quinn, Assistant Director-River Forest Public Library 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


