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RFPL Board Meeting Minutes          October 20, 2015 

Call To Order 

Present:  President Zobel called the regular meeting to order at 7:30pm.  Present were 

Trustees Calabrese-Berry, Crowell, Hill, O’Connor, Smedinghoff, and Zobel.  Trustee Bevan 

was absent. 

 

Visitors & Guests:  Barb Smith (League of Women Voters), Asst. Dir. Sue Quinn, Exec. 

Asst. Sue Welch, Youth Librarian Beth Kirchenberg, Joe Huberty (Engberg Anderson 

Architects), and Kristin Coe (Resident) were in attendance 

 

New Business 

The Board heard a presentation given by Joe Huberty of Engberg Anderson in which 3 

alternative designs for remodeling the lobby were presented.  Mr. Huberty discussed the 

merits of each plan and provided cost estimate for each.   

 

According to Mr. Huberty, the merits of a redesigned lobby include: 

• Maximizing an underutilized area of the library 

• Establishing the library as a “third place” in the community suitable for casual 

socializing and informal meetings 

• Promotion of targeted collections 

• Increased circulation 

Costs ranged from $288,400. to $385,900.  -  approximately $268/sq ft to $400/sq ft. 

 

Trustees thanked Mr. Huberty for his work developing the three scenarios and decided not 

to take action at present. 

 

Kristin Coe invited all Trustees to join the River Forest Service Club.  The Service Club 

meets monthly, on the third Thursday at 7:00pm for informal discussion with the formal 

meeting commencing at 7:30pm.   

 

Old Business 

Trustee Calabrese-Berry motioned to approve the September 15, 2015 Regular Board 

Meeting Minutes.  Trustee O’Connor seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimously 

approved.   

 

Trustee Crowell motioned to approve the September Treasurer's Report.  Trustee 

Smedinghoff seconded. Discussion ensued.  A suggestion was made to note in the memo 

field which expenses are/were paid monthly, quarterly, or annually.  Roll was taken and the 

motion passed unanimously approved. 

 

Director's Report.  Asst. Dir. Sue Quinn presented the Director’s report.  After much work, 

data from SirsiDynix finally reflects actual patron usage. Ms. Quinn suggested that the 

Trustees consider extending the strategic plan and existing goals for another two years.   

An increase in attendance for adult programing was noted and that the library’s 

partnership with Township is producing good results. 
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Beth Kirchenberg will attend YALSA (Young Adult Library Services Assn.) conference next 

month.  Beth presented "Guidelines for Teen Programming".  Currently approximately     

12 - 15 students attend the after school programs each day. 

 

Facilities Committee:  Bathroom refurbishing will begin the first week of December. 

 

Finance & Development:  No report 

 

Policy:  No report 

 

Trustee Hill noted that information regarding the River Forest Library Foundation is not 

listed on the website, only Liebner Fund.  It was suggested that information about the 

Foundation be included on the site. 

 

At 9:05pm Trustee Hill motioned to move the meeting to Executive Session per 5 ILCS 

120/2 (b).] to discuss personnel issues. Trustee Crowell seconded the motion.  All approved. 

 

At 9:40pm the regular meeting was reopened.  Trustee Crowell motioned to adjourn the 

regular meeting.  President Zobel seconded, all approved. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Kevin C. Crowell 

Secretary 


