
Board of Trustees 

River Forest Public Library 

Regular Board Meeting Minutes 

October 16, 2012 

 

Call to Order 

President Alice Calabrese-Berry called the regular meeting to order at 7:33 pm. The roll 

was taken.  Present were Trustees Harley Beck, Genie Halloran, Joan O’Connor, Thomas 

Smedinghoff, and Claudette Zobel.  Trustee Small is excused. Also present were Director 

Sophia Anastos and staff members Joanna Bertucci and Ted Bodewes.   

 

Visitors and Guests 

Marilyn Thomas, Observer, League of Women Voters 

 

Minutes of  Regular Meeting: September 18th, 2012 

President Calabrese-Berry asked for a motion to approve the Regular Board Meeting 

Minutes from the September 18th 2012 meeting.  Trustee Zobel moved to approve the 

minutes, Trustee Halloran seconds the motion and a roll call vote is taken: 

 

Ayes: Trustees Beck, Calabrese-Berry, Halloran, O’Connor, Smedinghoff, and Zobel 

Nays: None 

Abstain: None 

Excused: Small 

 

Warrant List 

President Calabrese-Berry asked for a motion to approve the September 1st-September 30th 

2012 Warrant List.  Trustee Halloran moved to approve the Warrant List from September 

1st*September 30th 2012 including checks numbered 686-687 and 11750-11786 for a total of 

$73,817.00 Trustee O’Connor  seconds the motion and a roll call vote is taken: 

 

Ayes: Trustees Beck, Calabrese-Berry, Halloran, O’Connor, Smedinghoff and Zobel 

Nays: None 

Excused: Small 

 

Communications 

a. Patron Suggestions  

- Trustees discussed patron suggestions. 

 

Director’s Report 

- Director Anastos delivered her report.  Strategic Planning will begin in 

November.  Sue and Sophia have been meeting weekly and discussing the 

planning process with Sandra Nelson. 

- The all staff In-Service on Friday, October 19th will focus on change readiness.  

- Ted Bodewes completed and submitted the Per Capita Grant to the Illinois State 

Library.   

- Director Anastos is recommending that the board pass a resolution in the coming 

months to allocate $25,000.00 from upcoming budgets to rebuild our capital 

reserve fund.  

 



 

New Business 

a. Report from Committees 

i. Facility Committee 

- The landscaping project is underway.  The committee met on Wednesday, 

October 10th to review progress thus far.  During construction it was noted 

that some portion of the limestone retaining walls sustained some 

damage by the contractor and other portions have been weathered over 

time.  The committee is recommended that all damaged pieces be replaced 

during the master site plan construction phase.  

- Trustee Zobel asked that the board approve funds not to exceed 

$10,000.00 to replace, repair, and tuck point the limestone planters.  After 

some discussion, Trustee Beck moved to approve funds not to exceed 

$15,640 to replace, repair, and tuck point the limestone planters.  Trustee 

O’Connor seconded and a roll call vote was taken: 

 

Ayes: Trustees Beck, Calabrese-Berry, Halloran, O’Connor, Smedinghoff and Zobel 

Nays: None 

Excused: Small 

 

- The committee also shared that there are three utility lines (gas, phone, 

and electric) that run underneath the south lawn that are impeding 

pouring concrete for the seat wall.  The Langton Group has been in 

communication with Nicor and is hoping to have this issue resolved 

quickly.  

 

ii. Finance and Development Committee 

- The next meeting is scheduled for Sunday, November 11, 2012.  A 

representative from the Community Foundation of Oak Park River Forest 

will be present to answer questions about the Liebner Fund. 

- President Calabrese suggested using the ILA as a pass-through for funds, 

as an option to creating a 501c3 organization.  

- Joy Donohue has succeeded Bob Hamper as  President of the Friends of 

the River Forest Library. 

 

iii. Policy Committee 

- No report.  

 

b. Other New Business 

 

Old Business 

a. Home Rule Ordinance 

Trustees discussed the Home Rule Ordinance in the context of the Library’s role in the 

community. Trustees agreed that the mission of the library is to serve the community. They 

unanimously concluded that politicizing the library runs counter to the mission of the 

library.  

 

Adjournment 



At 8:55 pm, President Calabrese-Berry asks for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Trustee   

Zobel moved to adjourn meeting, Trustee Smedinghoff seconds the motion.  All are in favor 

and the motion passed unanimously.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Harley Beck, 

Secretary 


