
Board of Trustees 

River Forest Public Library 

Annual Board Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, May 21, 2013   7:30 pm 

 

Call to Order 

President Alice Calabrese-Berry called the annual meeting to order at 7:31 pm.  

The roll was taken.  Present were Trustees Harley Beck, Genie Halloran, Joan O’Connor, 

Mary T. Small, and Claudette Zobel.  Trustee Thomas Smedinghoff was excused.  

 

Also present were Director Sophia Anastos and staff members Joanna Bertucci, Susan 

Quinn, Blaise Dierks, Ashley Wescott, and Ted Bodewes. 

 

Visitors and Guests 

Ellen Cutter, Children’s Outreach Coordinator, River Forest Public Library  

Ron Ewert, River Forest Resident 

Marilyn Thomas, Observer, League of Women Voters 

 

Annual Reports 

a) President’s Report:  President Calabrese-Berry commented that FY 2012-2013 was 

another busy year.  The landscaping project was completed and a new strategic plan 

was created.  The Board worked on fundraising plans and clarifying the role of the 

Friends of the Library organization.  Currently, the library is undergoing a job 

restructuring project and an interior redesign project.  President Calabrese-Berry 

thanked the staff for their hard work.  

 

b) Report from Committees: 

 

a. Facility Committee:  Trustee Zobel spoke on behalf of the Facilities 

Committee. During the past year the Facility Committee worked to complete 

the landscaping project.  On Saturday, June 1st the library garden will be 

dedicated to Anne Smedinghoff.  Currently, the committee is taking its first 

steps in remaking the interior of the building in support of the strategic plan. 

 

b. Finance and Development Committee:  Trustee O’Connor spoke on behalf of 

the Finance and Development Committee.  During the past year the Finance 

and Development Committee included Trustees Joan O’Connor, Tom 

Smedinghoff, and Harley.  The committee also included Don Coe and 

Trustees Emeriti Mark Coe and Joan Cusack.   The committee met with 

Sophia Lloyd of the Oak Park River Forest Community Foundation regarding 

a fundraising campaign for the library in November and are awaiting news of 

a grant proposal for a fundraising feasibility study.  The Friends of the 

Library will soon be come apart of the Finance and Development Committee.  

 

c. Policy Committee:  Trustee Halloran spoke on behalf of the Policy 

Committee.  During the past year the Policy Committee included Trustees 

Genie Halloran and Mary T. Small.  The committee working on the collection 

development policy, the reconsideration of library materials policy, and the 



personnel policy.  In the coming year the committee will address the disposal 

of library materials policy, donations policy, and reference materials policy. 

 

c) Management Team Reports 

 

a. Joanna Bertucci, Assistant to the Director:  Ms. Bertucci spoke about the 

work of the past year which included the completion of the landscaping 

project, creation of a hiring procedure, a progressive discipline procedure, and 

standardized financial reporting.  In the coming year efforts will be focused 

on management training and continued management of the Technical 

Services Department.  

 

b. Susan Quinn, Head of Strategic Planning:  Ms. Quinn spoke about the year 

as being one of wearing many hats and transitioning from her role as Head of 

Children’s Services to Head of Strategic Planning.  Ms. Quinn recapped the 

strategic planning process and spoke about her new role in working with 

managers to define their activities and work according to the new strategic 

plan.  

 

c. Blaise Dierks, Manager, Adult Services: Ms. Dierks spoke about popular 

programs and the changes to the collection that took place in the previous 

year.  Ms. Dierks explained that much of her work for the coming year was in 

relationship to our strategic planning goal to promote lifelong learning, which 

includes programs and services to seniors.   

 

d. Margaret Banerji, Manager, Teen Services: Ms. Banerji spoke about her 

transition from full time to part time and the new teen associate position.  

Ms. Banerji explained that much of her work for the coming was in 

relationship to our strategic planning goal to stimulate imagination for our 

middle school aged population through the new middle school collection and 

programming.  

 

e. Ashley Wescott, Manager, Children’s Services: Ms. Wescott spoke about her 

transition into her role as Children’s Services Manager.  Ms. Wescott 

explained that much of her work for the coming was in relationship to our 

strategic planning goal to create young readers by installing browsing bins 

and organizing the library’s picture book collection by subject to ease 

browsing.  Programs aimed at young children and their caregivers will also 

be a focus in the upcoming year. 

 

f. Ted Bodewes, Head of Circulation:  Mr. Bodewes reflected on the statistics of 

the previous year.  The statistics for fiscal year 2012-2013 were down overall, 

but we feel that the closure of the school parking lot from June through 

September, immediately followed by our own front door closure during 

October and November significantly impacted our numbers.  Looking 

forward, the circulation department will be implementing digital signature 

pads to that will greatly speed up the library card renewal process.  

 

 



 

4. Election 

 

i) Secretary Beck swears in Joan O’Connor for a six year term, ending April 30, 

2019.   

ii) Trustee Harley Beck’s six year term concluded.  The Board thanked her for her 

six years of service.   

iii) President Calabrese-Berry will keep the Board updated on the status of filling 

the Secretary position.  

 

 

 

Adjournment 

At 8:40 pm, President Calabrese-Berry asks for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Trustee 

Small moved to adjourn meeting, Trustee Zobel seconds the motion.  All are in favor and 

the motion passed unanimously.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Harley Beck 

Secretary 

 


